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Summary
This course provides UIC Barcelona lecturers who are non-native speakers of English with the
strategies and concepts necessary to effectively implement English-Medium Instruction (EMI) at
university. The course specifically addresses the skills related to course planning, content
delivery, academic literacy and class management in English as a foreign language. It offers an
array of practical resources for overcoming the language “barrier” and fostering successful
content and language learning in EMI settings.
Enrolment requirements
The course is designed for UIC Barcelona university lecturers, with little or no experience in
teaching content subjects through English. Given that the level of English needed to carry out
academic tasks is considered to be above B2 (according to the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages), participants are assumed to have achieved an equivalent or superior
level of proficiency before enrolling in this course.
Course Objectives
1. To understand the characteristics of EMI at university.
2. To improve lecturing abilities in English, attending to accuracy, lexical range, register,
clarity, prosody, etc.
3. To design learner-centred syllabi and class materials.
4. To acquire practical knowledge and strategies to facilitate both the understanding of
content and the communication in the target language in the lecture room.
Syllabus
1. Introduction to teaching content subjects through English at university
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4

Rationale for EMI in tertiary education
Some psycholinguistic principles of content and language learning in a foreign language
Methodological specificities of EMI
Challenges and opportunities in teaching content through a foreign language at university

2. Scaffolding the lecture
2.1 Syllabus design for English-Medium Instruction – (re)setting content and language
objectives
2.2 The content of lectures – lecture macro-structures, information selection and organisation
criteria for effective lecturing
2.3 The language of lectures: academic language functions, signposting and other cohesive
devices, formal and informal registers
2.4 Pronunciation kit for lecturing; Use of voice and intonation
2.5 Engaging the audience – formulating/answering questions, dealing with communicative
breakdowns, bridging communicative gaps
3. Scaffolding the learning
3.1 Detecting learner needs and learning styles
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3.2 Adapting tasks and classroom practices to EMI – task sequences, the language of
instructions, content and language integration strategies
3.3 Integrating authentic resources in the classroom practice
3.4 Strategies for promoting learner engagement and participation
3.5 Assessment and feedback approaches
Methodology
The sessions will involve hands-on practice, pair and group work and voluntary micro-teaching.
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